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Happy New Year! My name is Domenique Jones and I will be serving as 2020 Graduate Student 
Liaison. I am a second-year doctoral student at the University of Tennessee in Retail and 
Consumer Science. I am very excited for everything in the upcoming year, and I also want to 
thank outgoing liaison, Jenny Leigh, for her amazing work this past year. She will be a tough act 
to follow!  
 
Graduate school is a difficult and often isolating time for many people. Grad students need a way 
to connect, share ideas, and get advice on a variety of topics. Facebook has been an integral way 
to share news and deadlines, so please make sure you have joined the group “ITAA Graduate 
Students Online Community” if you have not already done so, as we will continue to post 
updates in the group and utilize it as a platform for grad students to share. Additionally, I have 
created a message board site where grad students can post in various topic forums about anything 
and everything! Please visit http://itaagradstudent.boardhost.com/ and register to start posting. If 
you have any additional questions, ideas or needs from me about the forum topics or anything 
else, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me at dejones@vols.utk.edu.  
 
In addition, I’ve read the graduate student survey results, and I will continue sending out 
additional information and resources in order to address suggestions and opportunities and make 
integral changes to best serve the graduate student members. I want to help grad students in 
ITAA feel included and their voices heard, no matter where they live or their research interests. 
My goal is to help all graduate students increase their confidence in life after graduation, as well 
as secure long-lasting connections between graduate students, mentors and future peers within 
the ITAA community. 
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